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I. Selected article or media source?
a. Author (if available): Lucia Mutikani
b. Title: Surge in imports helps curb U.S. fourth-quarter economic growth
c. Publisher: Reuters
d. Date of Publication: February 28, 2018
e. Internet Address or Link: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-economy-gdp/surge-in-imports-helps-curb-u-s-fourth-quarter-economic-growth-idUSKCN1GC1Z1

II.  Instructor Questions 
1. What topic(s) in this article are relevant to the economic subjects we are covering in this unit?

2. Is this article mostly positive (factual) or mostly normative (opinion)?  Why?


3. What about this article potentially makes it a reliable source of information? 


4. What about this article potentially makes it an unreliable source of information?




III.   Discussion Questions
1. Domestic demand grew at 4.6 percent in Q4 2017- “the fastest pace in more than three years.” What do you think spurred this high rate of demand?

2. What possible explanations might there be for domestic production not being able to keep pace with demand, thus causing the large reliance on imports mentioned in the article?


3. The article mentions that GDP is expected to accelerate in growth in 2018 because of the tax plan and fiscal stimulus- in what ways would the government lowering corporate taxes help to boost GDP?

4. The article states “Economists believe the economy will hit the Trump administration’s 3 percent annual growth target this year, possibly putting pressure on the Federal Reserve to raise interest rates more aggressively than currently anticipated.” What effect could this have on domestic financial markets (Bond and Stock markets)?

5. Since the time that this article was published, the US government has taken action in the form of tariffs to limit the influx of imports and attempt to stimulate domestic production- how effective do you think these measures could be, and could there be negative results?




